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COMPLINE
Prayer at the Close of the Day

PASTORAL GREETING

Stand
HYMN OF INVOCATION

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
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OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 92:1
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CONFESSION

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.
Amen.

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins.  Amen.

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by
my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray
God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life.  Amen.

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all your sins.

C Amen.
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Prayer for Grace to Receive the Word

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

PSALMODY
Psalm 107:1–9; antiphon: v. 6

L Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.

C Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!

L Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble

C and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

L Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;

C hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.

L Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.

C He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.

L Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!

C For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

L Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
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OFFICE HYMN ~ 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

6



READINGS

FIRST READING ~ Malachi 3:6–12

6 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes
and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of
hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing
me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the
full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me
to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the
devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the
field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you
blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

SECOND READING ~ Matthew 6:25–33

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to
his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD
According to St. Mark – Part 4: Mark 15:1-20

Evangelist: And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with
the elders and scribes and the whole Council. And they bound Jesus and
led him away and delivered him over to Pilate.  And Pilate asked him, 

CHORUS: “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Evangelist: And he answered him,

CHRIST: “You have said so.” 

Evangelist: And the chief priests accused him of many things.  And Pilate again asked
him,

CHORUS: “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring
against you.” 

Evangelist: But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.  Now at
the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 
And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the
insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas.  And the crowd came up
and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them.  And he
answered them, saying, 

CHORUS: “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 

Evangelist: For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had
delivered him up.  But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him
release for them Barabbas instead.  And Pilate again said to them, 

CHORUS: “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 

Evangelist: And they cried out again, 

CHORUS: “Crucify him.” 

Evangelist: And Pilate said to them, 

CHORUS: “Why, what evil has he done?” 
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Evangelist: But they shouted all the more, 

CHORUS: “Crucify him.” 

Evangelist: So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and
having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.  And the soldiers
led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and
they called together the whole battalion.  And they clothed him in a purple
cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him.  And
they began to salute him, 

CHORUS: “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

Evangelist: And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and
kneeling down in homage to him.  And when they had mocked him, they
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.  And they
led him out to crucify him.

RESPONSORY Psalm 31:5
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Sit

SERMON ~ “Return to the Lord . . . Who Does Not Change”
Malachi 3:6-12; Matthew 6:25-33

Stand

P The peace of God, that passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

PRAYER

10



Collect of the Day

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Collect for Grace

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Prayer at the Close of the Day

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

C Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen.  Matthew 6:9-13

NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

12



13



BENEDICTION

Sit

T Soli Deo Gloria  T

CLOSING HYMN ~ 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit

P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death for
your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for you
for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen

P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

As soon as you have communed, please exit via the side aisle and return to your vehicle.  God
bless you and keep you safe and healthy.
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